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1510. Common sense ought to have urged D. Manuel to
wait and hear what Diogo Lopes had to say before taking
fresh action regarding Malacca. But " My Lord the King JJ',
sitting at home with " My Lady the Queen " surrounded
by those damsels in their " brocades and cloth of gold and
diverse silks ", seems to have somewhat lacked a sense of
reality. He wasted little thought upon the blood and sacri-
fice that lay behind his splendour. It was so easy to send
men to the world's end to fight and suffer and die in his
service, and they went so light-heartedly that " My Lord
the King", sheltered in his palaces, took it all very much
for granted. He had heard rumours of the riches of Malacca,
and Manuel the Fortunate had grown accustomed to con-
sider these distant El Dorados as his own. He could not
wait for Diogo Lopes to report. He and the Queen were
keen for a speculation in the gorgeous marts of the Far
East. The royal couple fitted out the ships, some wealthy
foreign merchants raised the capital requisite for their
cargo; " Go and conquer Malacca/' said D. Manuel to Diogo
Mendes de Vasconcelos, and gave him four ships and three
hundred men to do it with.

He also gave him letters to the Governor of India. Diogo
Mendes must be speeded on his way, assisted and advised
by Albuquerque. Albuquerque's advice was " Don't!".
He had heard all about Malacca from Nuno Vaz de Castelo
Branco. There were prisoners to rescue and possible reprisals
to be made. The King knew nothing of all this at the time
Diogo Mendes sailed. In view of what had happened to
Diogo Lopes de Sequeira, who had had more men and a
better fleet, it was madness for Diogo Mendes to proceed.
" Come back with me to Goa," suggested Albuquerque.
" The best season of the year for navigation to Malacca is in
April. Then I can give you more ships and more men and
you can go properly equipped."

Diogo Mendes demurred. The King had ordered him to
make his voyage without delay, and he did not want to
wait. He might have better luck than Diogo Lopes de